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riomiada UNA

acerca da pres-  cupag¢io com o aumento dos seus
sio dos EUA, pa- problemas de desemprego, pouca
ra a rpida im- competitividade e crescimento do

g}znca@;‘dﬂEd}i ég‘ nimero de faléncias, o Mercosul agindo
" » 0 M1E " em conjunto buscard, certamente,
SUL, solicita mais

discutir as questdes que envolvem as
barreiras tarifdarias e nZo-tarifdrias
dentro das trés Américas.

tempo para se
fortalecer como
um bloco. Receo-

so de ver seu S lucio da bal
mercado inva- S¢compararmosa evolugio da balanca

dido por produ- comercial entre os EUA ¢ o Brasil, a
tos norte-ameri-  partir de 1994, poderemos perceber a
canos e canaden-  situagdo de abertura a que o governo

ses,alémdapreo-  brasileiro se propos:

TABELA 1
Saldo do Comércio Bilateral: EUA versus Brasil
— 1JS$ Bilhdes —

da FCG/UNA
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Estes niimeros, certamente, seriam
diferentes se os efeitos das sobretaxas,
altas tarifas, sistemas de cotas ¢
barreiras sanitdrias, impostas pelo
governo norte-americano aos produtos
brasileiros, fossem reduzidos. O

protecionismo  norte-americano,
principalmente nos produtos agro-
industriais de origem brasileira, ddo
uma pequena amostra das barreiras
tarifirias e ndo-tarifirias praticadas.

Desde 1942 o Brasil paga a tarifa de
US$ 454 por tonelada de suco de laranja

exportado aos EUA ( € a maior tarifa

imposta pelos EUA para qualquer

produto que eles importem, segundo
informacdes da CNA). Durante estes
55 (cinqgiienta e cinco) anos os EUA
feestruturaram seu sistema produtivo e,
baseado neste protecionismo estio
deixando de ser clientes e passando a
ser concorrentes no mercado inter-
nacional, exportando 100 mil toneladas
de suco de laranja por ano.

Podemos apontar mais alguns exemplos
de produtos brasileiros “barrados™ nos
EUA:

TABELA 2

Barreiras Tarifdrias e Nao-Tarifarias por Produto

Fonre: famaraty ¢ produtores brasileiros

Enquanto isso, percebe-se um forte
interesse dos EUA em abrir alguns
setores da industria brasileira tais como:

* telecomunicagdes ;
» informdtica;

* energiae

¢ automobilismo.

Os dados demonstrados na tabela 2,
reforgam a idéia de que todos os paises
interessados na formagio de um bloco
de dimensdes tio extraordindrias
quanto a ALCA, devem oferecer a sua
“cota de sacrificios”, da mesma forma
que o Brasil ao assinar o Acordo de
Comércio doMERCOSUL, aceitou que
312 produtos brasileiros continuassem
a ser taxados na Argentina, contra
apenas 59 produtos argentinos taxados
no Pais. Percebe-se que, a conta a ser
paga pelos EUA para uma methor distri-
buigdo comercial dentro deste contexto
¢ a abertura de sua pauta de importa-
¢oes, reduzindo e/ou eliminando as
barreiras impostas aos seus “parceiros”
comerciais, principalmente as da
agricultura. Nio podemos deixar de
citar as barreiras que ainda persistem
dentro do préprio Mercosul, apesar de
estarem, os paises membros, se esfor-
cando para a extingiio ou equalizagio
das mesmas:

O movimento do Ministério de Satide
Brasileiro para criar um controle
sanitdrio dos alimentos industrializados
que forem importados, tem recebido
forte oposigio da Argentina e de seus
produtores pois, 0s mesmos consideram
uma barreira ao comércio entre os dois
paises. As regulamentacdes do MER-
COSUL exigem que os rétulos conte-
nham data de fabricacio e vencimento
¢ composigio da mercadoria €, embora
a Argentina jd tenha regulamentado
estas normas, a sua infra-estrutura de
controle ainda ¢ deficitdria, principal-
mente no interior do pafs,

No setor téxtil, o Brasil ainda tem
algumas queixas as barreiras nio-
tarifirias impostas pela Argentina as
importa¢des de produtos brasileiros.




Ao importar qualquer pega de roupa, 0
importador argentino deverd levi-las a
num depdsito ¢ pedir “selos fiscais” em
quantidade suficiente para cada uma
peca importada {nem sempre dispo-
niveis) e prendé-los um por um. Além
disso, a etiqueta internacional (aquela
que mostra através de desenhos o te-
cido da roupa; se pode ou ndo ser lavada
4 maquina; se suporta altas tempe-
raturas de ferros de passar roupa,etc.)
deve, por exigéncia dos argentinos,

A

decifrar cada simbolo por escrito ¢, em
espanhol.

Diante de tais exemplos, observamos
com expectativa o comportamento dos
pafses no tratamento das questdes rela-
tivas A imposi¢io de barreiras tarifdrias
¢ nio-tarifarias, principalmente no
momento de decidir por uma inte-
gracdo intercontinental. A intensi-
ficagio do comércio entre os paises,
através de negociages para reduciio de
impostos de importagdes ¢ priticas res-

tritivas, devem ter relevada importincia
no-contexto das discussfes do 111
Férum Empresarial das Américas.

Por parte dos paises membros do Mer-
cosul, fica a preocupagio da contra-
partida norte-americana na redugio de
tanfas ¢ eliminac¢io de barreiras, assim
cormo, o desafio de tempo e recursos ne-
cessdrios para 4 reestruturagio dos seus
setores produtivos, afim de se posicio-
narem com maior competitividade no
comércio internacional.
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increase of the numberof ~ three Americas.
bankruptcies,

MERCOSUR, acting If we compare the evolution of the
conjoined, will certainly  balance of trade between the USA and
seek to discuss the Brazil since 1994, we perceive the
questions which involve  opening situation to which the
the tariff and the non- Brazilian government has proposed
rariff barriers within the  itself.

TABLE 1
Bilateral Trade Balance: USA versus Brazil
— UJS$ billion —

ALFREDO B. MARTINI NETO,
Studient of Pos-Graduation Course and Inferna-
tisna! Trade, Professor of the Course of Foreign
Trade from FCG/UNA

uring the 111 Business Forum of

' the Americas, to be held in May CHART 1
1997, the establishing of the FTAA -
Free Trade Area of the Americas-will Bilateral Trade USA versus Brasil

be undet discussion. In this occasion,
the definition of the rhythm and the

limits of the opening of the markets of -
the 34 (thirty-four) countries which will %

compose the FTAA will be discussed. 12 :
105105

While the discussions about the P
pressure of the United States for the 12 —3§4-~8,Z___.
prompt implantation of the FTAA take /(E’-; 8,4

place, MERCOSUR demands more 6 R
time in order to strenghten itself as a 4 Tax 4.6
bloc. Uncertain about seeing its market i
invaded by North American and 2
Tanadian products, besides its concein

0
vith the growth of its problems as 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996

unemployment, small competivity and Source: Secretariat of Foreign Trade
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These number would certainly be
different if the effects of the overtaxes,
the high tariffs, the systems of quotas
and the sanitary barriers, imposed by
the North American government to the
Brazilian products, were reduced. The
North - American  protectionism,
especially in the agro-industrial
products of Brazilian origin, give us a
small indication of the existing tariff
and non-tariff barriers,

Since 1942, Brazil pays the tariff of US$
454 per tone of orange juice exported

Source: Itamaraty and Brazilian producers.

Meanwhile, there is a strong interest of
the USA in opening some sectors of the
Brazilian industry, such as:

* telecommunications

= information technology

Tariff and Non-Tariff Barries by Product

to the USA (it is the highest tariff
imposed by the USA for any product
that it imports, according to the NAC -
National Agropecuary Council). During
these 55 (fifty-five) years the USA has
restructured its productive system and
based on this protectionism it is
declining from being a client and
becoming a concurrent in the
international trade, exporting 100
thousand tons of orange juice per year.

We can point out some examples of
Brazilian products “blocked” in the

USA:

TABLE 2

* energy and
sauto industry

The data shown in the above chart,
reinforce the idea that all the countries
interested in the formation of a blocof

such extraordinary dimensions as
FTAA, should offer their “share of
sacrifice”, the same way that Brazil,
when signing the Trade Agreement of
the MERCOSUR, accepted that 312
products from Brazil continued to be
taxed in Argentina, against only 59
products from Argentina paying tariffs.
We notice that the contribution to be
given by the USA for a better trade
distribution within this context is the
opening of its imports tariffs, reducing
and/or eliminating the barriers imposed
to its trade “partners”, especially those
from the agriculture.,

We also have to mention the barriers
which still persist within MERCOSUR
itself, althoug the member countries are
endeavoring for their extinction or
equalization, ‘ ‘

The movement of the Brazilian
Ministry of Health to create a sanitary
control of the industrialized food
imported has received a strong
opposition from Argentina and from
their producers for they consider it a
barrier between: the two countries.
MERCOSUR regulations impose that
the labels contain the date of
manufacture and expiration and the
composition of the products and,
although Argentina has already
regulated these norms, its control
substructure is still deficitary, mainly
inland.

In the textile sector, Brazil has a few
complaints as to the non-tariff barriers
imposed by Argentina to the imports
of products from Brazil. When
importing garments, the Argentinian
importer is required to take them to a
depot and ask for “fiscal stamps” in
sufficient quantity for each article of
clothing imported (not always
available}yand attach them one by one.
Besides the international label (which
shows through drawings the fabric of
the garment, if it can or cannot be
machine washed, if it tolerates high irc

temperatures, etc) it is necessary, as
required by the Argentinians, to decode
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each symbol in writing, in Spanish.

Face to these examples, we observe
with expectations the behavior of the
countries to treat the imposition of
ariffs and non-tariffs barriers, mainly
at the moment of deciding for an
intercontinental integration. The
intensification of the trade among the

Revista de Economiy do UNA

countries, through negotiations to
reduce import duties and restrictive
practice should have a relevant
the context of
discussions of the ITI Business Forum
of the Americas.

importance in

MERCOSUR member countries are

worried with the North American
counterpart in the reduction of tariffs

and elimination of barriers, as well as
challenge of time and resources
necessary for the restructuration of
their productive sectors in order to have
a more competitive position in the
international trade.




